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Chair of the National Advisory Council for the 
UC Berkley Institute of Governmental Studies, 
and is now a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the George Washington University 
Graduate School of Public Management’s 
Council on American Politics, California Build-
ing Bridges, Sonoma State University Green 
Music Center and is a Co-Chair of the Friends 
of the UCSF Center for Reproductive Health 
Advisory Board. 

Darius Anderson has no plans to slow 
down. His next big undertaking is the Treasure 
Island Development Project, an effort to rede-
velop the former Naval Station Treasure Island 
in the San Francisco Bay. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and 
recognizing Darius Anderson for his lifetime of 
success and positive contribution to dozens of 
California communities. 
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UPON THE OCCASION OF THE DE-
PARTURE OF DONNA RUTHER-
FORD FROM THE EAST PALO 
ALTO CITY COUNCIL 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 19, 2018 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Donna Rutherford who is leaving the city 
council of East Palo Alto after a total of 25 
years of service to the residents of her re-
markable community. Donna is a steady voice 
of reason and a warm, committed person who 
welcomes all who enjoy her city’s diversity, 
opportunity, and vitality. 

East Palo Alto is a city in the midst of great 
change. As a town of nearly 30,000, the com-
munity is at the crossroads of two major high-
ways, deep in the heart of Silicon Valley. 
Donna Rutherford understands that the eco-
nomic forces shaping East Palo Alto must not 
be allowed to change the diverse population of 
the community but instead be harnessed to 
create opportunity for all its residents. 

Central to opportunity is housing, and as a 
councilwoman Donna Rutherford advocated 
for and supported the construction of afford-
able housing for all populations. While Mayor, 
she approved of, and then joined in turning 
the ground for, a long-awaited senior project— 
University Avenue Senior Housing. On the 
council, she consistently spoke about the need 
to develop the city’s parcel on Weeks Street, 
a project that will come to fruition in the next 
few years thanks in part to her vote. She also 
supported the use of a city-controlled lot that 
will soon become a supervised, nighttime 
parking location for residents living in their rec-
reational vehicles. 

Her dedication to opportunity did not begin 
with the council. As a school volunteer while 
her children were in elementary school, she 
attended school board meetings so frequently 
that some thought she was a district em-
ployee. She ran for the school board and was 
successful, serving from 1988 to 2000, includ-
ing some of the most difficult years of school 
funding by the state. 

At one point, students approached the city 
council with a study showing that East Palo 
Alto had more liquor stores per capita than 
surrounding communities. The council took 
note, and Donna celebrated their investment 
of time and energy, noting years later that stu-

dents have so much potential to make a dif-
ference. Liquor stores have gradually given 
way to a thriving retail center, a hotel and of-
fice complex and other improvements to East 
Palo Alto’s quality of life. 

As a councilmember, Donna Rutherford rep-
resented the city on the San Mateo County 
Vector Control District board, as an alternate 
on C/CAG—an agency formed from cities 
throughout San Mateo County, on the county 
library board, and the wastewater manage-
ment board. She is also the city’s alternate on 
numerous other important boards impacting 
the quality of life of residents. 

Mr. Speaker and Members, East Palo Alto 
is definitely a city on the move. It will miss the 
leadership of Donna Rutherford, but her moral 
authority and authentic voice of concern, filled 
with wisdom, will continue for many years to 
come. She once noted of her childhood neigh-
borhood, Hunters Point, that she loved living 
near the bay. The winds sometimes blow hard 
across both Hunters Point and East Palo Alto, 
two communities with a vast bay shoreline, but 
the winds will never extinguish the will to 
serve that lives within the heart of Donna 
Rutherford. Donna Rutherford is a friend and 
colleague whose guidance I will miss as East 
Palo Alto continues to evolve. I know she will 
still be available to offer her sage advice. 

As she retires from the council, I wish her, 
her husband, Joe, and her children Trevor, 
Roxanne, and Damaris well in the years to 
come and we know that new adventures await 
this relentless leader of East Palo Alto. 
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IN APPRECIATION OF SACHA HAN 
FOR HER DEDICATED CAREER 
OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 19, 2018 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to today to recognize one of my longest serv-
ing staff members—Sacha Han. Sacha grew 
up in Fullerton, California in the heart of my 
Congressional District. 

She came to my office as a High School 
student, seeking to intern and learn more 
about the government. We don’t take many 
High School students as interns, but Sacha 
was smart, poised, and wise beyond her 
years, and she was a great addition to my 
District Office. When Sacha graduated from 
High School, she came East to attend the 
George Washington University, right here in 
Washington, D.C. Once again, Sacha interned 
in our office, doing such a good job that we 
hired her for a full-time staff position upon her 
graduation from college. 

Sacha became such a key part of my staff, 
that when she announced that she was leav-
ing the office to attend Nursing School, we 
persuaded her to continue to work part-time 
while she attended school. She not only con-
tinued through nursing school, but she has re-
mained on my staff to this day—20 years after 
she first walked into my District Office. 

Sacha is a joy to work with, and I am grate-
ful for her service to the constituents of the 
39th District of California, to my office, and to 
the House of Representatives. In addition to 
working two jobs, she is also a wife to 
Eduardo, and a mother to Bianca and Liam. I 
know that they too are very proud of Sacha. 

I thank Sacha, and wish her and her family 
all the best. 
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PERSECUTION OF THE BAHA’I 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 19, 2018 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to condemn 
Iran’s state-sponsored persecution of its 
Baha’i minority. 

While the global community is rightfully con-
cerned about Iran’s ties to international ter-
rorism and its destabilizing activities in the re-
gion, we must not forget those who struggle 
for religious freedom and basic civil liberties in 
Iran. 

As the largest non-Muslim religious minority 
community in Iran, the Baha’i people have 
long been subjected to severe religious perse-
cution by the Iranian regime. Several of its 
leaders have been arrested, and members 
have been executed. According to the 2018 
International Religious Freedom Report, Ira-
nian authorities have arbitrarily detained over 
1,000 Baha’is over the past decade. 

The Baha’i people are routinely and system-
atically discriminated against on the basis of 
religion. Since 2014, officials have infringed on 
the economic pursuits of the Baha’i by closing 
over 600 of their shops. 

In addition, Baha’i children are regularly de-
nied access to schools and higher education. 
Even if they are permitted to attend school, 
they are not free to learn about their religion 
or participate in religious practice. If they do, 
they face harassment and potentially expul-
sion. 

The discrimination and persecution of this 
community is shameful and inexcusable. The 
social teachings of the Baha’i Faith—including 
the equality of all humans, regardless of gen-
der, race, or class, and the principle of each 
individual’s responsibility to investigate the 
truth—are universal values that should be 
guaranteed. These are human rights we must 
protect. 

The United States and the international 
community must not ignore this egregious 
abuse and blatant discrimination against the 
Iranian Baha’i community. We must stand up 
to the Iranian regime and hold it accountable 
for its actions. 

By passing H. Res. 274, we shine a light on 
the persecution of the Baha’i, and hopefully 
move us one step closer to true religious free-
dom in Iran. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF DR. HANS 
MUMM 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 19, 2018 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Dr. Hans Mumm for his govern-
ment service and significant contributions to 
the U.S. Military’s Information Operations. Dr. 
Mumm is currently a futures researcher for the 
National Geospatial Intelligence Agency. In 
this position, he uses his UAV and robotics 
expertise to design policy for advanced tech-
nologies and studies the consequences of its 
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